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Acknowledgement of Country

We acknowledge Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people as the first peoples and Traditional Owners and
custodians of the land and waterways on which we live.

We honour and pay our respects to Elders past, present and emerging.

We recognise all Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples and their ongoing strength and resilience despite the
past and present impacts of colonisation and dispossession. We acknowledge the important role that Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander young people play as leaders in their communities.

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples represent the world’s oldest living culture. We celebrate and respect
this continuing culture and strive to empower Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander young people as they draw on the
strength of their community, families and culture to build a bright future.

This Always Was and Always will be Aboriginal land.

@marwac.art

marwacharmand.com
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Artist Statement

For over a decade | have dedicated my artist career to focusing on communities affected by war. This topic has
inspired me to be a change maker through art, constantly challenging myself to find new perspectives and push
boundaries. It also is a way of paying homage to my own family affected by urban warfare and to the resilience they
have shown over the years.

This installation brings the global urban warfare right to the doorstep of people who are geographically removed
from conflict and many of whom have never experienced it.

Between and around the walls, lay stories that possess hardship and resilience. Specific entry and exit points create
two different perspectives while encountering an experience of a barrier wall in the same space. All of which are
familiar in conflict zones.

The International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) archives highlight the physical and human terrain of urban
warfare that have been neglected for many decades. Covering topics from hardship, education and disabilities;
| believe it is essential to focus on human stories and experiences in great diversity. In doing so, | hope to raise
awareness of the ICRC and the context in which it works in.

This installation not only pays tribute to those who have been affected by urban warfare but also all the work the
ICRC has done since its establishment. With nearly 160 years of operation the ICRC has documented both the
devastating impact of urban warfare and the resilience of impacted communities. Visually expressing and sharing
these stories through artistic practice can show narratives and allow audiences to connect and recognise similarities
between ourselves and people in conflict situations.

To those around the world who have and continue to be affected by war, this is for you.

Always.
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Eyad
Al Shati’ refugee camp, Gaza Strip, 2018
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Charcoal on paper

Five year-old Eyad is doing his homework by candlelight during a power outage.

When the power goes out, the lights aren’'t the only thing that switch off. Education is
impacted as homework can only be completed by candlelight, interconnected services
that depend on electricity like water supply and health services also falter and Gazans'
mental health is affected. According to an ICRC study, 95% of Gazans are affected
mentally by the electricity crisis.

For years, the electricity and energy crisis has been a mainstay. People in Gaza have
just 8-12 hours of interrupted power supply a day. With every round of fighting, the
civilians of Gaza are left worse off.

48% of the population in Gaza is under 18 years of age and has lived through five
major military operations and countless escalations for most of their lifetime. They
need a glimmer of hope and a future to look forward to.

In Gaza, the ICRC supports vulnerable communities affected by the conflict to rebuild
their lives. This includes cash grants and agricultural support, assistance to persons
with disabilities, support to local authorities to improve infrastructure (including power
and water supplies) and the promotion of knowledge and respect for international

humanitarian law.

Learn more here




Alaa
Yemen, 2021
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Alaa was just four years old when her leg was struck by a shrapnel projectile.

It was her brother Ahmed who took her to the hospital where her leg was amputated.
Alaa’s father also spent time with her in hospital, but he later died of COVID-19 during
his search to support Alaa in getting a prosthesis.

Alaa did get a prosthetic leg fitted and received physiotherapy at an ICRC-supported
physical rehabilitation facility. Unfortunately, not all those in need of physical
rehabilitation have the means to access it.

Alaa’s story is far from unique - the conflict has taken a huge toll on Yemen'’s children,
many of whom have not had the opportunity to get an education during years of conflict.

Conflict in Yemen has affected millions of people across the country - lives have been
lost, families shattered and displaced, homes and infrastructure damaged or destroyed.

Learn more here
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Daw Thandar Oo
Maungdaw, Rakhine State, Myanmar, 2023

Marwa Charmand
Charcoal on paper

Daw Thandar Oo runs a stall in Maungdaw, selling fried noodles and vermicelli salad.
This stall helps her support her son, daughter and 70-year-old mother.

Daw Thandar Oo wears a prosthesis - she lost her leg when diabetes caused medical
complications following a burn injury. Following this, a doctor recommended she go
to Sittwe in central Rakhine to a physical rehabilitation centre supported by the ICRC.
Here, months of challenging rehabilitation began, but support from her family made
all the difference during this time.

This is one story from Myanmar, but there are many.

Like many countries living through conflict or violence, Myanmar’s health system
is under pressure, as people face the humanitarian consequences of decades-long
armed conflicts, the military intervention, and the continuing COVID-19 pandemic.

Learn more here
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Miris Abdirahman
Huddur, Somalia, 2020
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Miris Abdirahman lives in Huddur (Xuddur in Somali) with his wife and six children.

Huddur is in the central region of Somalia, about 420 kilometres Northwest of Mogadishu.
It's the regional capital of Bakool region and its population lives in both rural areas and
urban centres.

Miris is a farmer. He keeps poultry and some livestock, and he loves beekeeping.
“The bees help me cover income gaps in my family. Be it food or other things like health”.

Huddur is a town with honey that's famous across Somalia, but it's also a town under siege.
The area just a few kilometres outside of town is controlled by armed groups, making travel
and trade difficult.

Frequent fighting, violence and severe weather events are a reality for Miris and his family.

Beekeeping and honey trade are a key source of livelihood in Huddur. The ICRC supports
the bee-keeping communities in the area with beehive boxes, protective gear, and tools
that can help honey businesses grow.

Learn more here
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Helmand Province
Lashkar Gah, Afghanistan, 2013
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A young boy smiles during a session trying on his new artificial limb at ICRC's regional
orthopaedic centre in Helmand province.

This sketch is based off a photo taken in 2013. At this time, continuing conflict and
economic circumstances made it difficult for patients to travel for health care, so
orthopaedic centres were opened in the main regions to bring care to where it was
needed.

After decades of war and economic hardship, the situation is dire. Thousands of
health facilities struggle with limited funding and resources. At the same time, people
continue to be injured and killed by mines and explosive remnants of war.

As this boy knows, the scars of war can last a lifetime.

A note on names: These are all real people and real stories. This artwork uses archival
material and where possible, we have strived to name everyone in these pictures, but
sometimes this has not been possible. In some cases, names weren't recorded for privacy
or security reasons, in other cases we were unable to locate the names, whether they were
never recorded or lost in information exchanges.

Learn more here
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Marawi City
Lanao del Sur, Philippines, 2019
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A woman from Marawi City is photographed two years after a conflict devastated her
hometown and left around 300,000 people displaced, and hundreds dead or missing.

The ICRC was on the ground with the Philippine Red Cross at the start of the conflict,
assisting thousands of affected people. Today, it focuses its humanitarian efforts in
improving access to clean water in Marawi and accompanying families in their search
for missing loved ones through livelihood and mental health support.

While some residents have slowly recovered, many others have yet to return to their
homes due to the extensive damage brought about by the fighting. Families of missing
people, meanwhile, still hope to get answers about what had happened to their loved

ones.

A note on names: These are all real people and real stories. This artwork uses archival
material and where possible, we have strived to name everyone in these pictures, but
sometimes this has not been possible. In some cases, names weren't recorded for privacy
or security reasons, in other cases we were unable to locate the names, whether they were
never recorded or lost in information exchanges.

Learn more here
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Fatima Hazouri
Hama, Syria, 2021
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48 year-old Fatima had to flee the city of Homs during the conflict in Syria.
Here she is in her garden, where she grows vegetables and fruits for her family of five.

The conflict in Syria has stretched out for over a decade and forced many families - more
than half of the population - to flee their homes. Hundreds of thousands of people are
displaced in Syria and neighbouring countries.

Years of conflict have also severely weakened basic services needed to sustain life - clean
water, heating, health care, electricity and sanitation.

These long-term and ongoing impacts of conflict are known all too well by Syrians.

More destruction was added to the devastation when multiple earthquakes struck early
2023, increasing humanitarian needs for a country in crisis.

Learn more here
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Vera
Mykolaiv, Ukraine, 2022
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Vera used to live in a village close to Mykolaiv. She was picking mushrooms with a few
others when they came under fire and shrapnel pierced her chest and arm.

After urgent surgery, she went to the city of Mykolaiv to recover. Here she is staying
with her cBaxa, a Ukrainian word that refers to her child’s in-laws. She arrived with
nothing but the clothes she wore after being rushed to hospital.

She feels safer in Mykolaiv, but she also has no where else to go.

“Try to imagine living all your life in one place and then having to leave. And you don't
know where to go. That's how | am feeling.”

The Russia-Ukraine international armed conflict has had a devastating impact

on the lives of millions of people. Civilians have been killed and injured. Essential
infrastructure like homes, schools and health care facilities have been destroyed, and
too many others like Vera have been forced to leave their homes without knowing if or
when they'll be able to return.

Learn more here
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